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EXTEACTS FEOM THE LETTER-BOOKS OF LIEU- 
TENANT ENOS REEVES, OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
LINE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN B. REEVES, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

[Enos Beeves entered the Pennsylvania Line as a private in the First 
Regiment. In 1777 he was commissioned ensign of the Eleventh Regi- 
ment and appointed its adjutant, and on March 31, 1778, promoted to 
first lieutenant and transferred to the Fifth Regiment. Later in the 
year he was retransferred to the Eleventh Regiment, in which he served 
but a few months, when he was transferred to the Second Regiment. 
In 1783 he was mustered out of the service as brevet captain of the 
First Regiment, one of the last inspections being made by Colonel 
Francis Mentges, inspector of the Southern army. After peace had been 
declared, Captain Reeves went to South Carolina, where, on December 
21, 1784, he married Amy LegarS, whose acquaintance he made while 
with his regiment in that State. Captain Reeves was a member of the 
Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati. He died June 23, 1807. 

The few letter-books of Lieutenant Reeves which escaped the earth- 
quake and fire at Charleston, South Carolina, in August of 1886 begin 
in September of 1780 and, except a few gaps, end in 1783. The letters 
are mainly addressed to a brother officer of the Pennsylvania Line, 
whose name we have failed to ascertain, and quite a number to lady 
friends, and are interesting for the military events which they chronicle.] 

[Letter 114.] 

" Steen Rapie N. J. 

" This morning the whole Army was order'd to parade 
for Inspection at 8 o'clock. We were ready for Review at 
the time order'd. I was much surprised at the appearance 
of the motly crew mounted on horseback, with His Excel- 
lency Gen 1 Washington at their head, accompanied by his 
Aid de Camps and the General officers made up his Retinue 
as their Divisions and Brigades were review'd in rotation. 
They came on the Right, were saluted by the Drums, colors 
and the officers in rotation, pass'd down to the front line to 
the Left ; then review'd the Light Infantry, on their return 
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reviewed the second Line, from that to the Park of Ar- 
tillery. 

" I must inform you that his same Motly Crew, that we 
have received with such pomp, is no less than a number of 
Indian Chiefs of the Stockbridge, Oneida and several other 
Nations, of whom a Colonel Lewis is the principal. He 
has been of infinite service since this War commenced, 
and has brought several chiefs of different Nations to see 
the French at Ehode Island, where they were a novelty and 
treated with the utmost civility. They were taken through 
all our Army & saluted at the Park with thirteen pieces of 
ordanance, which they received with a hideous Yell, but 
was much pleased with it. They are entertained by His 
Excellency at his own Table ; dine, breakfast &c with his 
family and the Gen 1 Officers, that attend there. 

"I just now received yours dated at Chestertown Mary- 
land. I am happy to hear of your success with the Ladies, 
and thank you for the particular attention you pay to the 
Friend of 

"E. 

"Sept. 13,1780. 

" P.S. — I wrote and recommended you to Mr. J. Voor- 
hees, Miss H. Jervis &c. as you requested." 

[Letter 115.] 

" Oeangbtowk N. Y. 

" I must confess I have been too neglegent in writing to 
you since you have been detach'd, but I cannot be satisfied 
in the thought of its being neglect, but would rather im- 
pute it to any thing else. 

"There is a Lady in the case; two or three indeed 
among the number of my correspondents; besides the 
above I have several male correspondents that I am taken 
up with. Another reason is, that sometimes I have the 
pleasure of seeing you, therefore you are not so great a 
stranger — but more than all the rest, I am employ'd in 
writing to my distant Friend Philander. A late one to 
him took eight folio pages. 
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" I the other day received a Letter from Cohansey. All 
our acquaintances are well & I am told the place is much 
alter'd for the better there being such a resort of company 
from Philadelphia, there is now several young ladies from 
the above place spending the Summer there. I could wish 
we were there at this Season of the year, but at the same 
time know its out of our power consistent with our Duty 
in the Field. I was in hopes of seeing you on yesterday's 
march from Steenrapie, & for that purpose rode some dis- 
tance out of my way, and was disappointed. 

" I last week received a letter from a young Lady known 
to you, as well in person as by the name of Terressa, in 
answer to two received from me — and was as much to my 
satisfaction as I could possibly expect. I now wait an 
opportunity to answer it. 

" The other day I wrote a long letter on a particular 

subject to my uncle T. R s, one to Mr. J. Milles, one to 

Miss H. J s, and a long one to Mr. John Voorhees, at 

the well known place (to us) Georgetown, Maryland. I a 
few days ago saw an acquaintance from that place, he in- 
formed me that Miss Nancy Voorhees who is now about 
fifteen is a lovely girl, exceedingly handsome, the Belle of 
the place. Our poor Grove has suffer'd by some rude hand 
since we left the place; the Grove of Bacchus almost 
ruined. 

"E. 

"Sept. 21, 1780." 

[Letter 116.] 

" I forwarded a packet of my nonsense to you by last 
Post, and have another nearly complete for the next. I 
trust you'll hide all my faults in your Bosom and kindly 
excuse the Foibles of ^Eneas. I am fully sensible that in 
my person I have many, but in my writings numberless. 

"On the 18 instant His Excellency Gen 1 "Washington, 
Major Gen 1 Marquis De La Fayette, Brigadier Gen 1 Knox 
and a number of other officers, both French and English, 
their Aide de Camps and attendants set out for the French 
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Army at Rhode Island, escorted by a large body of Cavalry. 
The command of the Army devolved on Major General 
Greene. 

"In the Orders of the 19, the whole Army were to 
march on the morning of the 20 instant, which was done 
accordingly by the Left in two columns and proceeded to 
this place, every part of the Army encamping on the same 
ground they occupied about four weeks ago. An instance 
of the same kind has not happened since I've been in the 
Army. 

" I here enclose you a copy of a small piece of Poetry, 
the production of your old Friend Corydon on a short ac- 
quaintance with a Lady you have been informed of : — 

" ' Thou Lovely Maid from affectation free 
Envy itself cannot find fault with thee ; 
My heart still flutters when I'm in thy sight, 
Pleas'd with the Idea of a fond Delight. 
Exposed the butt of little Cupid's dart 
Caused by the Pain I feel he's pierced my Heart. 
All ! All the Artists can't all the shaft withdraw 
None but the fair by whom he gave ye blow. 
Come then dear Nymph and gently soothe my pain 
Expell the Dart and heal my wound again. 
Where shall I stop, my Soul is all on fire, 
Each nerve is on the Stretch of Chaste Desire 
Eager to grasp the lovely Golden prize, 
Kill not nor let me fall Loves sacrifice.' 

"It is the Song of a young Bard, and it is hoped its 
Errors will be overlooked. I give you six lines wrote off 
hand by the same, in company with the same Lady : 

" ' Thou Lovely Nymph, divinely Fair 
With snow white bosom, golden hair, 
Adorn'd with every female Grace 
Nature's perfection in one piece. 
So thinks the man that this indites 
He looks, he loves, he sighs and writes.' 

"I think the last is much the best piece of the two. 
Nothing extraordinary since our arrival on this ground — 
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when anything transpires worthy of note, you may depend 
upon the earliest intelligence. 
" Sept' 22* 1780." 

[Letter 117.] 

" Haverstraw N. Y. 

" On the 26 instant at half past one in the morning 
Gen. "Wayne rode through the Brigade in great haste and 
gave Orders for us to get under Arms immediately, which 
we did and march'd off with the greatest secrecy and haste, 
and took the nearest route to King's Ferry over the Moun- 
tains. Our orders on the march were to be silent; every 
man ready for immediate action ; and should we be opposed 
by an Enemy in front, to make no halt but close column, 
the front to charge, and to force our way through them and 
leave them for the Army to deal with — our business lay the 
other side of them should they be there. 

" As we were on our march it was whispered among the 
officers, that a Spy was taken the morning of the preceeding 
day, and that Gen 1 Arnold had deserted to the Enemy that 
evening, and that the Enemy was expected to be up as far 
as Haverstraw that morning, and that an Express had ar- 
rived from His Excellency, who luckily arrived at West Point 
a little while after Arnold left it, on his way from Hartford 
to join the Grand Army; and that we were to move with 
all speed, and run all hazards to save West Point. The 
most of which we found true — except that the enemy did 
not come up, oppose us at Haverstraw as was expected. 
They got up the River as high as Fort Washington — the 
wind proving against them, came no further. We arrived 
at this place about sun rise, having marched 16 miles in 
about 4 hours. A few hours after our arrival our Second 
Brigade joined us, having march'd sometime after us. 

" You shall hear further of the above. 

"Sept r 26, 1780." 

[Letter 118.] 

" A certain Major Andre, Adj' Gen 1 to the British Army 
came from On board the Vulture, laying nearly opposite 
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Haverstraw, had several private interviews with General 
Arnold at Mr. Smith's at the "White House ; Gen 1 usually 
came down from "West Point under pretence of visiting the 
works at Verplank's and Stony Points. 

" On the evening of the 24, the time designated for 
Andre's going on board, the command'g officer at Verplank's 
Point took two field pieces down to the shore and fired on 
the Vulture round shot and shells from a Royal ; caused her 
to slip her cable and move off, Andre being left behind 
having all his business settled with Arnold, disguised him- 
self, crossed King's Ferry with Mr. Smith and proceeded 
toward New York. On the morning of the 25, fell in with 
a party of our Horse near Tarrytown who were disguised 
like Robinson's Rangers, fell in discourse with the officers, 
and express'd his Joy in being (as he thought), within their 
own Lines; discovered himself and told the errand he 
had been upon. The officers took care to secure him and 
his papers, brought him prisoner up toward Verplank's 
Point. 

" Gen 1 Arnold was then making preparations for receiv- 
ing and entertaining His Excellency Gen 1 "Washington, who 
was to call at "West Point on his return from meeting some 
of the French Generals at Hartford. He having intelligence 
of Andre's disaster by some means previous to the arrival of 
His Excellency, took his barge and went down the River 
past the Forts below as a flag and went on board the 
Enemy's vessel without being mistrusted. 

" "Well for him that he did, for his Excellency meeting 
the party that had Andre examined him and some of his 
papers, and arrived at the Point in full hopes of securing 
Arnold, but the Bird had flown. Mr. Smith was taken the 
26 instant and this day passed our encampment here at 
his house with Andre, as prisoners with a guard conducting 
them to Headquarters. Yesterday the Second Penna. Bri- 
gade march'd over the mountains to "West Point, and had 
to pass the night very disagreeable in the woods. It seems 
it was agreed between Gen 1 Arnold and Major Andre yt the 
Enemy should come up the River on the morning of the 26, 
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when West Point and all the forts &c in its vicinity, and 
the Stores, military and commissary, with a large quantity 
of clothing at Newburg, should be deliver'd into their 
hands, and if possible he would detain & let them take pris- 
oner Gen 1 "Washington. By the overruling hand of Provi- 
dence his treason was Discover' d and all his Villany found 
out and rendered of non effect to the Enemy, and much to 
our advantage, as we got rid of him who certainly acted as 
a Spy, & gave them every intelligence they could wish. He 
may thank his good fortune that his Desertion saved his 
Neck from the Halter. 
"Sept' 27, 1780." 

[Letter 119.] 

" Havbesteaw N. Y. 

" We make ourselves very Merry at this place and as 
there is but few of the inhabitants worthy our notice we 
enjoy ourselves without them. 

" The evening of the 29 ultimo several of us dress'd in 
woman's clothes and had a genteel Country Dance — spent 
the evening in great glee. 

" The 30 all our officers with one from each of the other 
Eeg ts dined elegantly together, and spent the day pleasantly 
— in the evening had a dance. 

" The 2 instant made a visit to see the officers of Colonel 
Spencer's Reg" — cross'd the River to Verplank's Point, from 
there proceeded down and got most excellent Peaches. 
Several large droves of Cattle cross'd the River, while we 
were there — a boat overset and three or four of the cattle 
lost. 

" On the evening of the 3, we had a genteel Family Dance 
at a Major Meurys. Some young Ladies of his relations 
being there on a visit — we spent the evening, (and as it 
rained) the most of the night in our amusement. 

" We are fixing our encampment and tents as if we were 
to take Quarters here for the Winter — as building chimneys 
to the tents &c. 

" Oct. 4, 1780." 
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[Letter 120. 1 ] 

" On the evening of the 6 instant almost every tent in the 
Brigade had a chimney built to it, when we received orders 
of March — the "Wagons being absent we did not march 'till 
late in the afternoon of the 7, when it rained and continued to 
do so 'till we arrived two miles past Cakeat Meeting House, 
where we halted for the night, — and continued raining all 
night. On the morning of the 8, we marched off for Paramus, 
where we arrived about 3 o'clock in the afternoon. I moved 
on in front, breakfasted with Col. Proctor, called on D r 
Brodhurst, and dined with Mr. DePeyster, in company with 
General Huntington and his Aids. When we arrived we 
found the whole Army encamp'd at Paramus. 

" On the morning of the 10 [9th?] the whole marched to 
Totawa except our Brigade. 

" On the morning of tbe 10 instant our Brigade like- 
wise march'd. I made a visit to Mrs. Swan, where I break- 
fasted and received intelligence from Miss DePeyster, now 
at Albany, who made particular mention of me in a letter to 
the above lady. We arrived at Totawa about three o'clock 
in the afternoon and encamp'd on the same ground we 
formerly lay upon. 

" On the eleventh instant I received a letter from you 
without date or name of the place wrote from, but I was 
inform'd it came from Newark. Indeed I was much sur- 
prised at your sudden return from Maryland, and much 
more so at what you mentioned of Miss Peggy Camp. 
However, I hope to see you soon and then have an explana- 
tion. You mention the above did not affect you, but if I 
was to judge from appearances I should think otherwise — 
instance a letter without date or place, then you mention one 
enclosed which you forgot. I think from the complection of 
the above, it appears a little like a person in Love, which I 
believe is the case of my friend. 

"Oct. 12, 1780." 

1 This letter was begun at Paramus, and finished at Totawa, New 
Jersey. 
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[Letter 121.] 

" Totawa N. J. 

" As every person who belongs to the Army feels in them- 
selves a strong propensity to know what passes there in 
their absence, I shall give you the following Extract from 
Gen 1 Greene's Order on the discovery of Arnold's hellish 
plot. 

" ' Okangetown Sept 26 1780. 

" ' Treason of the Blackest dye was yesterday discouver'd. Gen 1 
Arnold who commanded at West Point, lost to every sentiment of 
Honour, of Private and Public Obligations, was about to deliver that 
important Post into the hands of the Enemy. Such an event must 
have given the American cause a deadly wound if not a fatal stab. 
Happily the Treason has been timely discouver'd to prevent the fatal 
misfortune. The Providential train of circumstances which led to it 
affords the most convincing proof that the Liberty's of America is the 
object of Divine Providence. At the same time the Treason is to be 
regrett'd. The General cannot help congratulating the Army on the 
happy Discovery. 

" ' Our Enemys despairing of carrying their point by Force, they are 
practicing every base act to effect by Bribery and Corruption, what they 
cannot accomplish in a Manly way. 

" ' Great Honour is due to the American Army that this is the first 
instance of treason of this kind, where many were to be expected from 
the Nature of the Dispute, and nothing is so bright an Ornament as the 
character of the American Soldiers, as they having been proof against 
all the Arts and Seductions of an Insidious Enemy. 

" ' Mr. Andre, Adjutant Gen 1 to the British Army, who came out as a 
Spy to negotiate business is our prisoner. His Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief is arrived at West Point from Hartford, and is, no 
doubt, taking the proper measures to fully unravel so Hellish a Plot.' " 

[Here follows a copy of Arnold's letter to General Wash- 
ington, on his arrival on board the " Vulture." See Sparks's 
" Life and Writings of Washington," Vol. VII. p. 533.] 

[Letter 123.] 

"Totawa N.J. 

" I think the inhabitants of the City of Philada showed 
their just abhorance of Mr. Arnold's crime by hanging him 
in Effigy. For fear you have not heard of the particulars 
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I here transmit an Extract from a Philada. Paper dated 
Oct 4 '80. 

" ' A concise description of the Figures exhibited and paraded through 
the Streets of this City on Saturday last. 

" ' A stage raised on the body of a cart, on which was an Effigy of 
Gen 1 Arnold sitting. This was dress'd in Regimentals, having two faces, 
Emblematical of his traitorous Conduct, a Mask in his left hand, and a 
Letter in his right from Belzebub, telling him that he had done all the 
Mischief he could do, and now he must hang himself. 

" ' At the back of the General was a figure of the Devil dress'd in 
black Eobes, shaking a Purse of money at the General's left ear, and in 
his right hand a pitch fork ready to drive him into Hell, as the Eeward 
due for the many crimes which his thirst for Gold had made him 
commit. 

" ' In the front of the Stage, and before Gen 1 Arnold, was placed a 
large Lanthorn of transparent paper, with the consequences of his 
Crime thus delineated i.e. on one part Gen 1 Arnold on his knees before 
the Devil, who is pulling him into the flames, a label from the General's 
mouth, with these words : " My dear Sir, I have served you faithfully," 
to which the Devil replies, " And I'll reward you." On another side, 
two figures hanging, " The Traytors rewarded," and underneath, " the 
Adjutant Gen 1 of the British Army and Joshua Smith ; the first hang- 
ing as a Spy and the other as a traytor to his Country." And on the 
front of the lanthorn was wrote the following : 

"'"Major General Benedict Arnold, late commander of the Fort 
West Point. 

" ' " The Crime of this man is High Treason. 

"'"He has Deserted the important post West Point on Hudson's 
River committed to his Charge by His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief, and is gone off to the Enemy at New York. 

'""His design to have given up this fortress to our Enemies, has 
been discover'd by the Goodness of the Omnicient Creator, who has not 
only prevented him carrying it into Execution, but has thrown into our 
hands Andr6, the Adj' Gen 1 of their Army, who was detected in the in- 
famous character of a Spy. 

" ' " The treachery of this ungrateful General is held up to publick 
view, for the Exposition of Infamy, and to proclaim with Joyfull Ac- 
clamation another Instance of the Interposition of bounteous Providence. 

" ' " The Effigy of this Ingrate is therefore hanged (for want of his 
body) as a traytor to his Native Country, and a betrayer of the Laws 
of Honour." 

" ' The Procession began about four o'clock in the following order : 

" ' Several gentlemen mounted on horseback. 

" ' A line of Continental Officers. 
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'"Sundry Gentlemen in a line. 

" ' A Guard of the City Infantry. 

" ' Just before the Cart, Drums and fifes playing the Rogues March. 

" ' Guards on each side. 

" ' The procession was attended with a numerous concourse of people, 
who after expressing their abhorance of treason and the traytor, com- 
mitted him to the flames, and left both the Effigy and the Original to 
sink into Ashes and Oblivion.' 

" Thus much for a Rascal I would wish never more to 
mention. 
"Oct 18 th '80." 

[Letter 124.] 

"Totawa N. J. 

" Yesterday I had the pleasure of dining with a gentle- 
man from Maryland over Totawa bridge. 

" "We have accounts from York that a few days ago an 
Embarkation took place — it is supposed for the Southward. 

" "We are inform'd that Mr. Arnold is so despised by the 
British, that he is obliged to retire on Board a vessel for 
want of Gentlemen to keep him company, either in the City 
or Army. 

" An Extract from the Gen 1 Order of the first instant, 
Orange Town : 

" ' The Board of General Officers appointed to examine in the Case 
of Major AndrS have Reported 

" ' 1st. That he came on shore from the Vulture sloop of war in the 
Night of the 21st of September last, on an interview with Gen 1 Arnold 
in a private and secret manner. 

" ' Sdly. That he changed his dress within our Lines and under a 
feigned name, and in a Disguised habit, passed our works of Stony and 
Verplanks Points, the evening of the 22d. of Sept last, and was taken 
the morning of the 23 d of September last at Tarrytown, in a disguised 
habit, being then on his way to New York & when taken he had in his 
possession several papers which contained intelligence for the Enemy. 

" ' The Board having maturely considered these facts, do also Report 
to His Excellency General Washington : That Major Andr6 Adjutant 
Gen 1 to the British Army ought to be consider'd as a Spy from the 
Enemy, and agreeable to the Law & usage of Nations, it is their Opin- 
ion he ought to suffer Death. 

" ' The Commander in Chief directs the Execution of the above sen- 
tence in the usual way this afternoon five o'clock precisely.' 
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" After Order Oct 1st '80. 

" ' The Execution of Major Andr6 is postponed till tomorrow.' 

" The Execution was defer'd on account of some dis- 
patches sent by a flag to New York, or rather in answer to 
some received by a flag from there. They had something 
to propose in order to save Andre if possible. As he was 
in the character of a Spy Gen 1 Clinton (of the British) did 
not like to appear in it publickly, therefore the dispatches 
came as from Col. Robinson, pretending that his Excellency 
Gen 1 Clinton was abroad. 

" The flag & dispatches came by the Lieutenant of a 
Ship of War, who seem'd to be much of a gentleman, but 
a real, blunt honest seaman. When the returns to the Dis- 
patches came to his hand directed to Col. Robinson, he 
exclaimed, < Hey ! How's this ! Why not directed to Sir 
Harry Clinton V When he received for answer that Gen 1 
Clinton was abroad and Col. Robinson had undertaken the 
matter, answered, ' A damn'd finess by God ! For I was at 
Sir Harry Clinton's quarters and received the Dispatches 
from his own hands. By God! gentlemen, you may de- 
pend upon it to be a damn'd finess ! By God ! I like you 
better than ever — I like to see every thing done fair and 
above board.' He answered as bluntly to many questions, 
swore that Gen 1 Clinton would give up Arnold, or the whole 
Southern Army for Andre, for he could not do without 
him. * By God,' says he, ' Sir Harry Clinton's a mere old 
woman without him.' It is supposed that Andre would 
have been exchanged for the traytor Arnold, if they would 
have given him up. 

"Oct. 20 th '80." 

[Lettkr 125.] 

"TOTAWA N.J. 

" Extract— Evening Orders Oct 1 '80. 
" Major Andre is to be Executed tomorrow at 12 o'clock 
precisely. A Battalion of 80 files from each wing to attend 
the Execution. 
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" Major Andre wrote to His Excellency Gen 1 Washington 
the day before his Execution expressing a desire to be shot, 
rather than hanged, if it could be granted him. Not so 
much on his own account, as those who would interest 
themselves in the manner of his death — advancing these 
reasons — That he had been bred a soldier from his Infancy, 
and would wish to die like one. That he was not conscious 
of having done a mean action in his Life, and could not 
think of dying like a Rascal. 

" During the time of his confinement he had a genteel 
Room and an officer of our Army continually with him. 
From the time of his capture till his Death, there was the 
utmost uniformity in his behaviour. 

" Capt. John Hughes of ye Congress Reg* and Lieut. Bur- 
rows walk'd with him to the place of Execution, all in the 
same uniform, he with the utmost composure, bowing to 
any gentleman he had seen before as he passed along. The 
scene was truly affecting ; the gentlemen that was with him 
seemed a little discomposed. He was heard to say to them, 
' Gentlemen why are you so disturbed on my account, 'tis 
but a moment and the pain is over.' 

" "When he saw the gallows, he turn'd to the gentlemen 
and said, he was perfectly reconciled to Death, but not to 
the mode. When desired to mount the cart, he laid one 
hand on the tail and sprung into it, put the cord over his 
head, and assisted the Executioner in fixing it. Tyed a 
handkerchief over his eyes and gave the attendant one to 
pin back his arms. Being asked if he had any thing to 
say, answered nothing but this — 'That he hoped they 
would all bear witness that he died a brave man.' He 
died lamented by all the spectators ; he seem'd to the last 
to value his Honour far more than his Life, and met Death 
with the courage of a Hero, and the calmness of a Philoso- 
pher. 

" 'Tis pitty such men should ever Die. 

" Oct, 20"" 1780." 

(To be continued.) 



